Tongo

A traditional calling or echo song from The Solomon Islands, Polynesia. The
song depicts people in different long boats communicating with each other over
the water. ‘Tongo’ means ‘mangrove’ in Polynesian.

Tongo... tongo (x2)

Chimney byee byee oh... chimney byee byee oh (x2)
Ooooh away....0oooh away (x2)

Balikah low away....Balikah low away (x4 to fade)

* Divide the groups into two, one to sing the call, the other to sing the
response (echo), then swap the groups round. Some children may want
to sing the call as a solo.

» If the call is sung as a solo it provides a good opportunity to experiment
with different pitch, dynamics, tempos, the caller can change how they
sing the call and the group copies them; good for listening skills.

* Get the students to think of work related actions to go with the song, this
will help will keeping the pulse



